Round Table International overview on Inclusive Education
Moderator Richard Rieser: Conclusions

1. Inclusive Education

Inclusive education is our goal throughout the education system.
Inclusive education is not integration or segregation. It is about adjusting the school or college environment, practices, assessment systems and general attitudes to accommodate the needs of all learners. The necessary supports must be provided so all can meet their social and academic potential and thrive. All means all. It will take time to reach this and each country needs to set enforceable targets to move towards inclusion over a set period of time. This does not mean providing a choice of mainstream or segregated provision. While making the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities in New York we had three debates on having choice in article 24 and three times this was defeated. The state must provide an effective inclusive education system. Parents, if they want a choice may have to pay for alternative separate provision, but we should work for a local inclusive system where parents are pleased that their disabled children’s needs are being met and do not need to exercise choice.
2. UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities
We should use Article 24 as the basis for the development of inclusive education from now on. This means using the term pupils and students with disabilities rather than ‘special educational needs’ . ‘Special educational needs’ is a medical model term and does not fit in with the paradigm shift contained in the convention to a social model approach which focuses on challenges barriers, making accommodations and providing necessary individual supports. Article 8 of the Convention requires state parties to raise awareness of disability with all learners as part of their curriculum. This requires the development of curriculum materials and programmes in every country.
3. Teachers fit for purpose
All teachers must receive mandatory training on Inclusive Education.
For beginner teachers this should include compulsory modules in their initial training.  All in-service teachers and staff should undergo mandatory training on inclusive education in the places they work as a whole staff. State parties should collaborate with each other and international agencies such as the European Agency for SEN and UNESCO, third sector and organisations of persons with disabilities to develop a bank of filmed examples of good practice in every country that can be accessed on the internet and by DVD in all community languages.

4. Accessibility .
Accessibility is now a human rights principle. This means all pupils and students should be able to access their local school and college buildings, all learning materials must be available in alternative formats such as Braille, large print, pictograms, sign language and easy read and all schools and colleges should receive appropriate support to make this a reality. Pupils and student with disabilities should not be denied access to information and digital technologies and the internet must be made fully compliant to all access needs. Finances for education need to be shaped by the need to deliver the principles of inclusive education and adequate support for all to access all aspects of the curriculum and teaching. 
5. Engagement and international implications
When the convention was being made in New York the phrase that described the process of involving people with disabilities was ‘Nothing About Us Without Us’. Article 33 requires state parties to involve representative organisations of people with disabilities in implementation and monitoring of the Convention.  All Ministries of Education show set up standing committees with representatives of people with disabilities, parents and experts in inclusive education to be involved in implementation and monitoring of Article 24.
All state parties and participating organisations are urged to sign up and support the ‘1 Goal campaign’ around the 2010 World Cup to  ensure the implementation of Millennium Development Goal 2-All children complete primary education around the world, At present at least 75 million children do  not attend school and many more drop out. Forty percent of these are estimated by the Global Monitoring Report to be children with disabilities. Article 32  of the Convention commits state parties to provide technical and financial aid to poorer countries in the world. The European Union as the largest donor must ensure funds are increasingly focused on supporting the development of inclusive education and ensuring Millennium Development Goal 2 is achieved  by 2005. Such aid should support South –South cooperation as well as North South and South North where we learn from the practice and experience of inclusive education developing in the South.

Lastly states and the European Commission must develop structures and grants across Europe to encourage collaboration, to reduce segregation and help monitor and evaluate the most effective strategies for developing inclusive education.

