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The Long struggle for
disability rights in

education-1
1948 Universal Declaration of Human

Rights

1966 International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

1989 UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child

1990 The World Declaration on
Education for All Jomtein Declaration

1993 The UN Standard Rules on the
Eaqualisation of Opbportunities for
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The Long struggle for disability rights in

education-2
1994 Salamanca Statement &
Framework for Action on Special
Needs

2000 World Education Forum
2000 E-9 Declaration

2001 EFA Flagship on The Right to
Education for Persons with Dis abilities:
Towards Inclusion.

2006 UN Dis ability Convention ( 13th Dec
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Traditional views of disabled people in Southern

Africa
* Demon Possessed .

 Bewitched / a curse

* Disability is contagious

* Less of a human being

* Disability is a result of incest

* Useless to the society

* Disgusting to family members

* Shameful

* An object of pity

* God’s people known as
beggars .

* Punishment from God for evil
deeds

Mother blamed for having a
disabled child — has been
unfaithful to husband

Remain a child all their life

They do not have sex - HIV
carriers believe that having sex
with a disabled person will cure
them of the virus

Belief that they are AIDS carriers

Mothers of disabled children are
always abandoned

Albinos do not die, but they
disappear
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Medical Model.

The ‘medical model’ sees the
disabled person as the problem.

We are to be adapted to fit into
the world .

If this is not possible, then we
are shut away in a specialised
institution or isolated at home,
where only our most basic
needs are met.

Backed up by stereotypes of
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Medical Model -2

Usually the impairment is the
focus, rather than the needs of
the person.

The power to change us seems to
lie within the medical and
associated professions, with
cures, normalisation and science.

Often our lives are handed over
to them.

Disabled people need medical
support and public health to
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_msab.s--yq The dominant view iIs the

L Medical Model.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT TEAM

SPECIALISTS SOCIAL WORKERS
/

DOCTORS
SURGEONS
— IMPAIRMENT <
GPs THE — SPECIAL
TRANS PORT
SPEECH — NSPO
THERAPIS TS "“S_EDUCATIONAL

e \\QEICHOLOGBTS
OCCUPAﬂONAL///// \\\\\\ SPECIAL
SCHOOLS
SHELTERED
BENERTSREENCY  workshops  TRAINING CENTRES

DISABLED PEOPLE AS PASSIVE RECEIVERS OF
SERVICES AIMED AT CURE OR MANAGEMENT
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S hifting the Focus at the
United Nations

* “‘Recognizing that disability is an
evolving concept and that
disability results from the
interaction of persons with
impairments and attitudinal and
environmental barriers that
hinders their full and effective
participation in society on an
equal basis with others.”

* United Nations Convention on the
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Eii’f::i"*iq The Social Model of disablement

Education

focuses on the barriers

LACK OF USEFUL DISCRIMINATION IN
EDUCATION EMPLOYMENT

INACCESSIBLE SEGREGATED

ENVIRONMENT SERVICES
~.

DE-VALUING | gHE STRUCTURES WlTHlN M ~——POVERTY
renore WETARETRERROBLED - e o
INACCESIBLE 'ECCESSBLAQODEL
TRANSPORT INFORMATION

DISABLED PEOPLE AS ACTIVE FIGHTERS FOR EQUALITY
WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ALLIES.
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Types of thinking about Disabled People in Education.

Thinking/Model

Characteristics

Form of Education

Traditional A shame on family -based on Excluded from education
guilt, ignorance. altogether.

Medical 1 What we cannot do. Segregation
Attempt to normalize or if we do |Institutions, hospitals,
not fit the norm we are kept special schools (with ‘expert’
separate. special educators).

Medical 2 Supported by minor adjustments |Integration in mainstream:-

to function normally and to
minimize our impairment.

Continuum of provision based
on severity and type of
impairment.

a)At same location-in separate
class/units.

b)Socially in some activities
e.g. meals, assembly or art.
c)In the class with support,
but teaching & learning not
adapted.

The form of education
received is based on what we
cannot do.




Types of thinking about Disabled People in Education 2

Thinking/Model

Characteristics

Form of Education

Social Model

Barriers ldentified-solutions
found to minimize them.

Barriers of attitude, environment
and organization are seen as
disabling and are removed to
maximize potential of all.

All are welcomed and relations
are intentionally built.

Everyone achieves their
potential with a person centred
approach.

Inclusive education-

Schools where all are
welcomed.

Staff, parents and pupils
value diversity.

Support is provided so all can
succeed academically and
socially.

Teaching,learning and
assessment are reorganised.

Peer support is encouraged.

Focus on what we can do.
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Im plem en tlnﬁandbgollyfgrlve

E d u c dmptementing Article 24 .
Commonwealth
S ecretariat, London

® Allcountries need to

develop plans

These need to work at
N ational

RegionalDistrict

Local level.

® These need to be

monitored.

Author Richard Rieser
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Article 3-General Principles
(a) Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy
including the freedom to make one’s own choices, and
independence of persons;
(b) Non-discrimination;
(c) Full and effective participation and inclusion in

society;

(d) Respect for difference and acceptance of persons
with disabilities as part of human diversity and

humanity;
(e) Equality of opportunity;
(f) Accessibility;
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Article 24 Education

* Inclusive education system at
all levels.

* All to achieve their fullest
potential.

* Aninclusive primary and
secondary education system,
from which disabled people
should not be excluded.

* Support provided.

* Reasonable accommodations
and individualised programmes
provided to facilitate effective
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Training For Inclusive Education

®* Weeks Training Course
run with SAFOD

Disabled People’s
Leaders, Parent
Leaders and
Administrators-34 from

8 countries
Highly Evaluated

—_ All want similar course

Internatio
Deelpm t

in their country.
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Activities at District Level

1.Ensure all disabled children identified are enrolled in their
ocal schools-Make all schools accessible.

2.To support learning use people within the community who
nave completed their elementary education.

3. Run regular training on inclusive teaching and learning for
all teachers and support staff .

4.Run regular training on inclusive education for parents,
disabled advocates & community leaders.

5.Train local unemployed people to build and adapt
accessible school environments.

6.Support parents to empower disabled children.
/.Share best practice by exchanges and films.




A ctivities at schoolalass level

1. Regularly audit inclusion and ensure barriers removed.

2. Ensure school environment & activities are accessible and
information available in alternative forms as required e.qg.
Braille, audio, pictures, signing, objects, movement.

3. Make sure the curriculum is taught to all in an accessible
way, with a range of learning situations, style and pace.

4.Teachers trained & support each other in developing
Inclusive planning and practice.

5. Assess children’s learning formatively.
6.Intentionally build puplil relationships.

7 .Ensure difference is valued by giving all pupils an
understanding of disabilism.
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