Detailed quotations and comments made by Public and Media


1. “Travulgar Square” By Steve Kennedy:

(March 2004)

 The Sun
‘Trafalgar square is about national pride and heroism. What does this say?’ Londoner Tim Harper
2. “Art world divided by marble disabled nude” Arts Reporter: Luke Leitch: 


(16th March 2004)

Evening Standard;
‘Whilst Childbirth is a great thing to celebrate, I think we should have focused on individuals of great achievement the nation ought to commemorate’ Julie Kirkbride, Tory Culture Spokeswoman.
‘It is a modern tribute to femininity, disability and motherhood’ Alison Lapper

‘Nelson’s Column is the epitome of a phallic male monument and I felt the square needed some femininity.’ Marc Quinn
3. “The new star of Trafalgar Square...a disabled nude who is 8 ½ months’ pregnant.” Tim Hall 


(16th March 2004)
Daily Mail
‘A 15 ft pregnant disabled nude is to sit alongside military heroes and royalty in Trafalgar Square’

‘The choice was greeted with ridicule by art critics and politicians, mindful of the strong public backing there has been for a statue of the Queen Mother on the plinth’

4. National gallery

‘One of the superficially more cerebral YBAs, Quinn, 39, creates sculptures that tackle philosophical and scientific issues. Technology is often crucial to the form of his work, as in his DNA portrait of the scientist John Sulston or his notorious Self, a bust of himself made from nine pints of his own blood frozen and constantly refrigerated... “ In the past, heroes such as Nelson conquered the outside world,” he says, “Now it seems to me they conquer their own circumstances and the prejudices of others.” 

Probably true, but Quinn’s noble sentiments are evidently also infused with the equally ignoble desire to shock.’

5. “Pregnant, armless...and going on display in London” By Maurice Mcleod 

Daily Express
6.  “Trafalgar Tribute”

I congratulate the decision to display Marc Quinn’s sculpture Alison Lapper Pregnant in Trafalgar Square (Report March 16). This selection displays a willingness to promote the marvellous diversity in our society and by doing so is embracing the notion of equality. The sculpture has also uncovered the attitudes of society that pregnant disabled women are shocking. What actually seems shocking are the negative and damaging attitudes it provokes. Andrew Crooks Campaigns office, Scope
7. “Yes, she is a truly courageous woman. But the home of Nelson is no place for this statue” By Roy Hattersley 

(17th March 2004)
Daily Mail 

‘If, as I suspect, Mr Quinn thought of his work as a celebration of both courage and motherhood, I have no doubt that he is right. The manner in which Ms Lapper has overcome her disability and is bringing up her four-year old son is only to be admired.’

‘But Alison Lapper Pregnant, as the sculpture is called, is the wrong statue in the wrong place. Trafalgar Square ought to immortalise the great moments in our history.’ 

‘But Trafalgar Square ought to remind Londoners and tourists alike about the glories of our history, courage and sacrifice or great vision that changed lives and futures for the better rather than personal courage, however awe-inspiring that might be.’

‘And do not let either Mr Quinn or Mr Massie suggest that I want to hide the part that has been played in our island’s story by the disabled and the disadvantaged.’

‘The choice of the pregnant and disabled nude figure looks suspiciously like an attempt to teach the uneducated and unenlightened masses a lesson in sensitivity and sophistication.’

‘Most of us will share the view that Alison Lapper is someone to admire- a person not to hide or to ignore but to celebrate. But we do object to the suggestion that we have to be taught about the disabled and that our lack of understanding and feeling has to be rammed down our throats.’

‘There are dozens of ways that can be done. And there are thousands of opportunities to express our admiration for people who battle their way against disadvantages. But the simple truth is that  Trafalgar Square is meant for something else’


8. Living Proof: The beautiful sculpture Alison Lapper Pregnant is a total vindication for the pro-life campaigners  of the 60s Mary Kenny 
(29th March 2004)
The Guardian
‘Triumph for the pro-life looby which, 38 years ago, when Alison Lapper was born with-out arms and with flapper like legs, was the only group which thought she was entitled to exist. ’

Indeed the majority of the public, back in the mid-60s, felt that the thalidomide drug had inflicted such gross deformities that abortion should be legalised particularly for this purpose. ’

‘Scroll forward some 40 years; and the principle that a child with severe disabilities indeed has the right to live is cast in stone by Alison Lapper Pregnant. The admirable Lapper certainly did have a hard time as a baby. Her birth mother was told that Alison was too ugly to live, and doctors considered her a “cabbage”. She was brought up in foster care, but overcame her many difficulties and disadvantages to gain a first in fine art at Brighton University and to become a delighted mother herself.’

‘Some traditionalists wanted a statue of Elizabeth, the late Queen Mum, on the spare plinth. But as Alison herself remarked lightly, there are enough statues of dead characters there already: “ At least I’, alive, and people should celebrate that.” And isn’t Alison’s living, and fertile, status a celebration of human life- and even for the forces of pro-life’

9. Like it or not, we get the art we deserve Janet Street-Porter 


(21st March 2004)





The independent
‘What I admire about Marc Quinn’s work is that he, like Stella Vine, has managed to touch on a raw nerve with his depiction of 21st century femininity’

Alison herself has a different perspective. She says “disabled artists don’t get exhibitions. But now I am up there. You can’t avoid me any more”

10. Alison’s a real eye-opener for Nelson






(16th December 2005)






Daily Sport
‘London Mayor Ken Livingstone said of the work of art, called Alison Lapper Pregnant: “ This square celebrates the courage of men in battle...Alison’s life is a struggle to overcome much greater difficulties than many of the men we celebrate and commemorate here”

Student Nicola Webb, 17 added: “I like the fact she’s naked because she’s saying ‘ This is who I am’.”


11. New icon takes a seat in Trafalgar Square Louise Jury




Arts Correspondant
‘A guest at yesterday’s ceremony, Lapper, 40, an artist, said she thought it was amazing, but not because it was her. “It’s inspirational. It puts disability and femininity and motherhood on the map,” she said. “It’s time to challenge people’s perceptions about these things. I’m hopeful it can make a difference.”’

‘Ken Livingstone: “This is a work about courage, beauty and defiance, which represents al that is best about our great city. Alison Lapper Pregnant is a modern heroine- Strong, formidable and full of hope.”’

‘.. Marc Quinn’s ..‘ original inspiration was seeing old sculptures in the British Museum and deciding  that if a real person with similar missing limbs were to arrive, museum visitors would be horrified.’

“I realised there was no positive representation of disability in the history of public art,” he said But it was not a straight forward “message piece of art,” he added “ to me, art is when you create a space where meaning can occur’

But what do artists and the public think? 
Sandy Narine, Director of the national Portrait Gallery and chair for the fourth Plinth Commissioning group
‘It’s an important piece because it’s both about ideas and about a person. It can provoke thought about history, but it’s also about this extraordinary and fascinating person, Alison Lapper.’

Obinna Onyekwena, 27 MSc student of public health in London

‘I like the fact that disabled people are represented, that despite her disability she is there. I can’t wait to get a picture of it’

Louisa Buck, Critic and 2005 Turner Prize Judge

‘The best Public art has to focus debate and make people question how they look at art and why...It’s a great subject to have in this historical, phallic, male her-dominated square.’

Peter Hull, disability sports development officer, 39, from Southhampton who was born without legs and with short arms

‘I’ve known Alison nearly 40 years. Everyone is different but her diversity stands out more. Whatever we look like, we can still be beautiful to someone. This celebrates the diversity of humans. On the other plinths are men of courage and she is courageous. The statue will make a difference.’

Penny Toyer, 42, a supermarket duty manager from Bournemouth

‘I don’t particularly like it. It’s not very flattering, it’s unfair on her. We saw a programme on TV about her and thought we would come to see it, but I don’t think it’s beautiful at all. I would have liked something a bit more feminine. You wouldn’t know it was a lady, facially. But I think it’s a good idea to change the statue every couple of years.’

12.  Arresting, strange and beautiful Adrian Searle Expert View




(16th December 2005)

The Guardian
Once seen, it is hard to drag one’s eyes away. It isn’t just the size and mass of Quinn’s sculpture, or the cool, off-white marble, lighter than any of the stone of the square or the building around it. It is all in the form, and the strangeness of Alison Lapper’s body itself, its irreducible familiarity and otherness. Necessarily, one struggles to describe her body in terms that do not make her sound grotesque-while even the medical name for her condition, phocomelia refers to having limbs “like a seal’s flipper”

13. People love the statue, but would they coo at the image if it was on their scan? 

Deborah Orr


(Saturday 17th Sept 2005)
The Independent
‘Many people, including Lapper herself, consider the sculpture to have a political message. “ People who are negative about the statues are the ones with a problem,” she commented. “ I think it gives a very powerful message about disability and motherhood and femininity and being a woman.” This too, is true in as far as it goes. But my own view is that there are actually some rather unpleasant reasons why people might very much like the sculpture as well.’

‘Chiefly, I think, the statue’s existence there at the heart of the establishment, rendered in the medium favoured by Michelangelo, cooed over by people mithering on about Alison’s own beauty and courage etc, is in some ways like much of the lip-service modern society pays to the idea of supporting the vulnerable. We can look at this statue and congratulate ourselves on our marvellous liberality and acceptance of people of all shapes and sizes, while at the same time forgetting that if we saw such an arresting image on our won ultrasound scan, we might not be quite so celebratory.’

‘Alison Lapper was sent to a residential home for disabled children as a baby, which was an awful thing for her. Now, such places are being closed down, and the policy of “inclusion” dictates that all children must when ever possible be placed in mainstream education’

‘The trouble is that all disabled people are not Alison Lapper- brave and clever, brainy and stable, handsome and talented, passionate and vital. Many find it much harder to accept and be accepted, and they have a miserable time in the mainstream, without proper support, either as children or as adults. These people we still see as a problem and a drain, if we see them at all’

14. Rubbing Shoulders With Lord Nelson, Jumana Farouky




Letters from London



(October 31st 2005)
Time
‘Nisharee Pongpaew 20, an art student from Brighton, registers her disapproval. “ Around her are all these important people,” says Pongpaew. “ She’s not a hero.” ’

‘But maybe heroes aren’t what they used to be... since its unveiling... Alison Lapper Pregnant ...has stirred debate across London, not just over the meaning of art but also about the city’s evolving identity.’

‘To some, the sculpture’s prominent display owes more to political correctness than to aesthetic merit- “purely empty, deeply bland and silly,” says art critic Matthew Collings, author of This Is Modern Art. Others call it an uplifting tribute to womankind. But more interesting than the reactions it provokes are the ones it doesn’t. If the sculpture has met with less than universal acclaim, it has also failed to spark much outrage or spray-paint protest. In that sense, Alison Lapper Pregnant may reveal a city and a society more comfortable with itself than it has been for a long time. ’

‘But as London became increasingly cosmopolitan, the public lost its capacity to be shocked. ’

15. Heroes Come in all shapes and Sizes, Tony Parsons
(9th September 2005) 





Mirror
‘A pregnant, naked, severely disabled woman... The very idea of this sculpture sent blood pressures soaring across the nation. Politically correct! Self-indulgent! An insult to our national heritage! ’

‘I wasn’t too keen on the idea myself. It felt like all the advocates of Alison Lapper Pregnant, from Ken Livingstone on down, were the kind of people who despise our country’s history...But when you actually go down and see the statue, it takes your breath away. Far from insulting Nelson and all those heroes you haven’t actually heard of, Alison Lapper co-exists quite happily with them.’

‘Here is an overwhelming sculpture of a woman who has had to fight every day of her life. Not better or worse than Nelson (with his one eye and his one arm) but different. And a true British Hero’

‘Alison Lapper Pregnant does what all great works of art should do. It makes you think. It makes you think about our concept of beauty. It makes you think about the very notion of heroism. It makes you think about how we prefer the disabled to stay out of sight.’

16. Bold, Brave, Beautiful Rachel Cooke
‘I expected to be writing about how much I disliked Alison Lapper Pregant...I should have known better’

Lapper says that she hopes the structure will ‘make a difference...it’s inspirational. It puts disability and femininity and motherhood on the map. It’s time to challenge peoples perceptions of these things. I’m hopeful it can make a difference.’

‘What strikes you about Alison Lapper Pregnant are its elegant proportions, the implacable rightness of the way his subjects sits there’

‘By choosing to portray Lapper naked and pregnant, Quinn has given us an Everywoman. You look at her face, her breasts and  her swollen body,  and only afterwards do you wonder about her limbs.’

Comments made by members of the public:

‘It’s a nice sculpture, it’s quite personal- I like the fact she’s naked because she’s saying “this is who I am”. And it’s about time there was a statue of a woman here’ Nicola Webb 17, student from Walthamstow

‘I know you’re not supposed to say it these says but I don’t want to look at something like that. I’m sure there’s a place for a disabled statue but I don’t think it’s appropriate in Trafalgar Square. It should have been a national hero like Winston Churchill.’ Anonymus

‘Congratulations on whoever decided to take this decision. How refreshing to see a disabled person just getting on with life. I think this statue will show the able bodied that disability does not mean you can’t live a full and rewarding life.’ Simon Brooks, Hatfield

 ‘Why does the only statue of a woman in the square have to be so weak and dependent- naked and heavily pregnant? There are plenty of women who went into making this country great and deserve to be represent next to the military greats- the suffragettes for a start.’ A. Barnett, London, UK

 ‘I think it is fantastic. While women are under-represented in terms of statues around Great Britain, disabled people are swept under the carpet and forgotten., The only figures we seem to celebrate are male and have a military background! For once let’s celebrate a woman for whom every day tasks are a battle. Alison should be very, very proud.’ Kate London

‘The work is bourgeois and parochial. The subject is held up by the artist as a stick with which to beat the supposedly ignorant masses. I’ve never seen a more dull or moralising piece of work, it is indicative of a sever lack of artistic imagination and creativity.’ Burner, UK

‘I think it’s a beautiful sculpture that inspires thinking and may just inspire others to open their minds and accept that being disabled doesn’t mean you should be disqualified, even from art. This sculpture is of life overcoming all the odds.’ J. Kiros, Houston, TX

Points to Explore: 


Publication of severe critiques of Statue


Public view opting for more traditional, historical figures as oppose to contemporary art.


Quotations from Marc Quinn and Alison Lapper





Points to Explore: 





Notion of hero’s


Stereotype of heroes








Points to Explore: 





Positive/Negative images of person’s identity











