Alison Lapper 






Work sheet:-

Introduction to Marc Quinn and Alison Lapper
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History of Work:
When the ‘Alison Lapper Pregnant’ statue was unveiled as the next fourth plinth to be erected in Trafalgar Square, 15th September, the responses were more then diverse from both the members of public and the media. The wide range of reactions and media headlines invokes important questions regarding art, life, representation, Identity, Heroism, questions on who is being represented or not represented and who has the opportunity to be recognised as valuable members of society.
The model, Alison Lapper is a British artist, born in 1965, with no arms and shortened legs as a result of a medical condition phocomelia. Marc Quinn, Alison Lapper’s friend was inspired to carve the ‘Alison Lapper Pregnant’ after watching people’s reactions to fragmented classical statues held in the British Museum and the Louvre. 

“I thought that if someone whose real body was that shape came into the room the same people would probably react in a completely opposite manner.” 

As a disabled pregnant woman, Alison was seen to commemorate the future potential of humanity, possibility.
Using the Alison Lapper statue, you can begin to explore these different issues through analysing why such reactions have come about. 

Art: 

i. Research the web for images of people with different bodies. Now compare how many models in magazines cuttings actually represent the range of bodies we came across.  

ii. Create your own adverts with disabled people in the picture, with a positive note.// Model with clay someone who stands for something that is being under-represented

iii. Explore the notion of the body perfect- the Greek notions of perfection and how that is being continued today.

English
a) 

i. 
Looking at the Newspaper articles- compare and summarise the        various opinions regarding the statue of ‘Alison Lapper Pregnant’

ii. Analyse the differing opinions and what stereo-types of people were projected.

	Positive
	Neutral
	Negative

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Eg. (Tragic/Patronising/Artistic appreciation/glorification/shameful)
iii. Write a newspaper article promoting ‘Alison Lapper Pregnant’ arguing why it is significant for Disability Equality
a) Stage a debate: For and against: Having the statue of Alison Lapper in the Trafalgar square. Make sure you state the reasons why it should or should not be there. Divide pupils into three sections to arguing: for, against, neutral. 

b) When have there been other instances where the public image of a disabled person has been seen as an issue? 
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Essay Questions:

i. Compare and contrast two newspaper clippings, explore the language used and how it impacts the way the audience may see the statue. What stereotypes of disabled people are being created? 

ii. Write your own review of the statue.
iii. Write a letter of complaint to the editor arguing against the  language used in the article and explain why that point of view may create problems for disabled people in society

iv. What other issues are being raised e.g. Alison Lapper as a woman in a male dominated square..

1. Essay question: Why are disabled people not being represented enough in today’s society? Why or how will this impact the way people think about or view disabled people? How can we change this? 

2. Critically analyse articles in relation to the Audience, Genre, Ideology, Institution, Narrative, Representation, Media Language.

“I know a lot of the media interest was sparked by the controversy over the statue. Should there be a statue of a naked pregnant disabled woman in Trafalgar Square? Surely it wouldn’t fit in. The Square is such a traditional place. But I always thought it was exactly the right place for a statue like this. It makes a powerful statement about where we are trying to go in the 21st century – a future with truly equal opportunities for all”




Suggestion: 


Get kids to google ‘Cerrie Burnell’ CBeebies Presenter and examine the media responses


Look at historical figures who are disabled such as Nelson in Trafalgar square
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