Anthony Gell 11-18 comprehensive, Wirksworth, Derbyshire Case Study for QCDA  
Anthony Gell School is small, rural 11-18 comprehensive school which gained specialist sports status in 2001. The school's catchment is from the market town of Wirksworth and surrounding villages in the Derbyshire Dales.  The ability range of our students is wide, with a small number each year gaining places at Oxford/Cambridge and other leading universities through to students who need academic and/ or social support.    

Students classed as having learning difficuluties and/ or disablities is above national average and the proportion of students with statements of special educational needs is well above average; the vast majority of whom have specific or moderate learning difficulties or behavioural, emotional and communication needs. The proportion of students from minority backgrounds is low.  

Code of Practice Jan 2010 142/661 = 21.4%

Statements 20/142 = 14% ; 20/661 = 3%

What were you trying to achieve for your learners through the curriculum?
Our pathway to raising awareness about Disability came through a number of different means.  Over time we had become increasingly concerned regarding the students free use of inappropriate language, specific behaviour issues, bullying referrals and a specific large group incident.  This led us to an audit of the school's provision under the umbrella of 'Equal Opportunities' in the summer of 2007.

The  whole school audit and looked at what was being offered in each area of the curriculum: race (including travellers), gender, sexuality, religion, culture and disability.  From this we discovered that whilst there was coverage across each key stage, there was less coverage of Race Awareness (as opposed to Cultural Awareness)  and Disability Awareness.  We decided to hold an Awareness Week, and as this was the first one, we felt we needed to start with a  message around Language Awareness so set aside a week in January 2008  to address the issue.  The week covered acceptable use of language, manners and non-acceptable words or phrases with an emphasis on Race Awareness.  There were some really successful aspects of our this week which led us, the following year, to running a more specific Awareness Week on Disability (Jan 2009).  We knew that there were still a number of incidents in school showing students being less tolerant of those who appear to 'be a bit different' but we were less confident about how to develop this into a whole school focus. 

How did you organise the learning to achieve your aims for the learners?
To help lead into our Disability Awareness Week we shared the Disability Equality Scheme with staff and governors.  We also collated information on our disability population.  Letters to staff revealed a couple of issues where we have since made 'reasonable adjustments'.  We later cross-referenced information held on students and found our current records to be accurate.

The Disability Awareness Week was organised by a voluntary group of staff with representation from across the curriculum.  We knew we wanted to use some of the ideas from our original Language Awareness Week, but were short of materials and knowledge.  We sought help from the Local Authority and our multi-agency services with whom we have strong links.  This led us in particular to a chance flyer offering free posters from Richard Rieser's organisation: www.worldofinclusion.com  .  Free resources are always a good idea with teachers so we ordered the posters and bought information booklets for staff use and booked Richard to speak to both students and staff.   We also discovered that we had in school the DVD of 'Disabling Imagery' and also borrowed one from a teacher's resource centre. We felt we were getting there!
The voluntary group of staff were key to ‘making things happen’.  The workload was shared and although planning time was offered, staff worked together in their own time to prepare materials for everyone else to deliver.  We put together an information pack for teachers and teaching assistants for prior reading.  The reading material included 'Traditional, Medical and Social Models' , 'The Language We Use' and 'Origin of negative words associate with disability'. 

The week before our Disability Awareness Week, I led assemblies for all year groups explaining the statutory requirements for schools to hold a Disability Equality Scheme, the need to gather information and to develop our awareness as a school of issues surrounding disability.  The timetable of activities were shown.  
The Disability Awareness Week started with an extended tutor period. The school has for many years run vertical tutor groups with Years 7 to 11 in each tutor group.  All students were given a 'think for a minute': What is your definition of a Disabled person?  These were shared with a partner and then shared with the tutor group.  The tutors challenged, supported or developed ideas.  Students were then given the definition of 'Disability' and given one of the free posters to look at. They described what they saw and what the poster suggested.  With the help of Key Stage 4 students, Key Stage 3 students prepared a short presentation which they needed for their next 'lesson'.  After ten minutes of preparation each year group went to their 'normal' lesson.  During this lesson, each tutor group presented their poster and ideas to the rest of their own class.  The posters had been cleverly distributed to cover a range of disabled imagery so by the end of the next half hour, students had built on their knowledge.  Once each poster had been presented, discussions took off with students and staff sharing stories about people they knew and how they lived with their impairment. 

The rest of the week was organised so that each year group saw a suitable video from 'Disabling Imagery' with worksheets adapted by the voluntary staff group.  Key Stage 3 watched a powerful animation called 'Cousin'  which had an instant emotional impact on everyone who saw it.  Key Stage 4 students watched 'See the Person, not the Disability' BBC adverts.  Richard Rieser spoke to  all Key Stage 3, 6th formers and staff.  We borrowed a set of wheelchairs to play 'wheelchair  basketball' and there was a Friday afternoon 'Break the Braille Code' activity.  

The week achieved its aim of raising awareness about Disability.  With the support of all staff and students we were able to touch on an area many have  found difficult to discuss in the past.  One of the most powerful anecdotes came from a group of students who receive additional support for their learning and behavioural needs.  In the follow up to the poster session, the students shared stories about their own disabilities in an openly supportive atmosphere not always known within this group.  One boy even commented that now he knew he was 'disabled..... that was ok, as everyone else is his group was too and at least I've got a name for it now'.  

Views of a range of students were gathered and these are some of them put on display in the main hall a few weeks later.  

· I didn't know that I was disabled.  I have arthritis and I'm dyslexic.  I'm disabled in two ways.

· Playing wheelchair basketball made me think about how hard it is not to be able to walk.

· I now know that being disabled doesn't just affect that one person, it affects everyone close to them.

· I know what sort of words are more appropriate (to use)  than others.

· I will be honest, I used not to look at people who had a mental impairment, but I'm trying to be nicer now, otherwise I am a bully.
Whilst the key aim of the week was to raise awareness, the ultimate aim of including disability in the curriculum, is to allow every student the opportunity to have the curriculum reflect their own interests and abilities.  By doing this, students will have a greater understanding of their place in the world and this helps towards a development of self belief and personal identity which leads towards increase of confidence.  A confident child is one who feels safe and for example, enables the learner to try new things out without fear of ‘getting it wrong’ and further encourages them to ‘take risks’.   A confident learner is one who can become more successful – instead of just responding to tasks, the learner will start to work things out for themselves – perhaps even starting to question things and not accepting everything at face value.  The week also gave opportunity for all students to understand how people overcome some of the challenges they are faced with.  A year on, students say that they have changed their attitude and have a greater respect for others. Work has been developed embedded into the Mathematics (Yr.7), Science (Yr. 8)and Humanities(Yr.8) curriculum.  In the long term this helps students as they grow up into young adults and make the transition into further education or employment: it gives them a strong basis on which to face the future. 
Helen Jackson, Deputy Head
