Disability Awareness Week – January 2009

KS3 Lesson Plan


	Date                         Class                  
Unit of work            n/a
Topic for lesson  Cousin – Disability awareness

Lesson objectives

· Understand what disability means
· How to deal with disability in a positive way

· What behaviour/language is appropriate




	Resource list

· Cousin DVD (media server/Non subject/KS3)
· Paper
· Positive/Negative/Neutral word cards
· Write/Staff/Non subject/Disability week 2009 resources


	Main outcomes
· For students to feel confident in their understanding of and reaction to disability

· For students to be able to challenge preconceptions of disability 

· Students to understand what is appropriate and non appropriate language in relation to disability


Note to teachers

If you feel that a discussion warrants more time than allowed on the lesson plan, please feel free to adapt as appropriate.

The purpose of this lesson is to enable students to understand and react in a positive way to the situations they are faced with and different groups may require different conversations. 

The film is meant as a conversation starter. 

	Starter

Brief introduction by teacher explaining objectives of the lesson and emphasising ‘Disability Week’ aims and the need for awareness of the issues surrounding (physical and mental) disability (5 mins)



	Teaching sequence

Activity 1

· Watch ‘Cousin’ film (5 mins)
· Teacher to discuss initial reactions with class – what do they understand/how does the film make them feel etc (10 mins)
Activity 2 

· Students to watch film again and get them to list how the cousin is like other children and how he is different. (5 mins)
· Teacher led discussion on findings (10 mins)

Activity 3


Resource – Powerpoint presentation Write/Staff/Non Subject/Disability week 2009 resources/Words for Discussion Powerpoint
· Teacher to lead talk about 'spazzo' or 'spazzie' and other disability name-calling. 
· Pupils to make a list of words used to describe disabled people with the class.  (5 mins)

· Teacher to go through the powerpoint presentation and pupils to hold up cards (positive/negative/neutral).
· Teacher led discussion on words that pupils have written down that are not on the powerpoint. Pupils to decide on whether the words are offensive or not (use cards) (10 mins)



	Plenary

Watch film again (if appropriate and there is time) and discuss if the boy responded appropriately to the bullies in the film. How could he have acted differently? How would you have acted? (10 mins)



