Disability Awareness Week 2009 

Background information for teachers

See the Person, Not the Disability
Getting Served
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The first advertisement, called 'Getting served', opens in a noisy dance club packed with people. It cuts to the bar where two barmen are serving. The noise is so impossibly loud that the few people attempting conversation are reduced either to meaningless nods and smiles, or to close-range bellowing in one ear. Trying to get people's orders right is a nightmare for the older of the barmen. For people who want draught beer, he points to each tap in turn, and then does a 'large-or-small' gesture to establish whether they want a pint or half-pint. When it comes to bottled drinks, he's forced to finger-tap along the shelf behind him, turning round repeatedly to see if he's arrived at the right one, before holding up fingers to see how many are wanted. The younger barman seems to be finding it easier, despite the relentless music; he's getting it right first time. The film cuts to a close-up of a customer's mouth as he orders. The younger barman nods, understanding. So that's the trick - he's good at lip-reading.

He looks up for the next customer, and in a sea of waving arms his attention is immediately attracted by a pretty girl who is Signing. There is a Signed dialogue, with subtitles as follows:

Girl: Any chance of a drink?
Barman : Yes - sure.

Girl : Vodka and tonic, please.

Barman : Ice and lemon?

Girl : Yes please.

Barman : What are you doing later?

A handsome guy appears over her shoulder. The barman smiles ruefully. The clip ends with the slogan, 'See the person, not the disability'.

Wheelchair; Maria; Wanker

Wheelchair
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See the Person, Not the Disability
The first of the next three advertisements, all of which were directed by Mike Figgis, is called Wheelchair and shows a young man in a wheelchair in the streets. He talks to the camera, saying that he doesn't need pity or sympathy or even money. While he needs a helping hand from time to time, he doesn't want to be treated differently from other people. Rather than staring at him, why not ask him the way or the time, for example? He says, 'Instead of asking him, why not ask me?'
Maria
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See the Person, Not the Disability
In Maria, a woman with facial disfigurement talks about her life and hobbies. She mentions her ambition to cruise around the world one day and that she loves the roses in her garden. The audience is expecting her to talk about her facial disfigurement, but she doesn't mention it.
Wanker
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In Wanker, the actor Mat Fraser tells friends how he was called names in school because of his disability. He goes on to describe how he flirted with a woman in a bar recently without realising that her boyfriend was sitting next to her. When the boyfriend looked over to him and bluntly called him a 'wanker', Mat Fraser recalls that it 'made his day'.

