Social Model                                    by Aqib J Rashid, 8T7 (8BEN2) 
After reading Mr Richard Rieser’s article on the different models of disability, I agree with the social model because the medical model suggests that disabled people are born with their disability. Yes, this statement is accurate but it is the unjust acts of modern-day society which has amplified the disability of a person, by implanting disabling barriers, which prevent a disabled person from, contributing and participating fully to this society. 
Non-disabled people see disabled people as different and abnormal, whereas non-disabled people consider themselves as normal, when in fact it is the non-disabled people who have discriminated against the disabled people and have developed a difference in society. 
A disabled person may think that it is they who are the problem and that it is totally their fault. This is because they know that it is their own body which is not functioning as it should, and that their body is limited in functioning (impairment). 
Disabled people are expected to be ‘repaired’, by doctors and scientific intervention, but when this doesn’t happen, non-disabled people start to believe that scientific intervention has not worked and begin to taunt these unfortunate people. Maybe disabled people see non-disabled people as dissimilar and consider them as abnormal. 
Many articles in the human rights act state that every human being is born free and equal. Elsewhere, in this imperative document it states that all children are entitled to an education and they are free to choose what they will do in this world. Articles such as article one supports strongly that the choice and liberty a human has is compulsory, and articles such as article twenty, subsection one says that everyone has the freedom of peaceful assembly and association, which means nobody can be forced to do anything unless they are willing to do it.  
In a way, disabled people have been excluded from society. Social services and medical health groups are meant to exist not to renew their financial negotiations with their clients, but they are meant to be there to solely provide support to these people, who are receiving none yet. The government should use their budgetary priorities to enhance the level of commitment that the social services should show to families who need help. 
Not everyone can feel sorry for these people who have to put up with the disabling barriers which have had a huge impact on their life. Most non-disabled people believe that they are in a superior position than disabled people, but only a minority of this majority have the courage to express their opinions and judgments. They usually detest the fact that both disabled people and non-disabled people are equal, and they think that disabled people are diverse. But if inclusion was introduced, non-disabled would understand the condition of disabled people and would be more tolerant of disabled people, hence non-disabled people would be respectful to the disabled people. Both could develop friendly relationships with each other, and this would help prepare them for future life in the mainstream, where at the end of the day, everyone could be eligible to get the same type of job what ever they are classified as in society; non-disabled or disabled.     
I myself have viewed a BBC documentary which discussed the lives of disabled children and how their families cope. In one case, a boy was being bullied because of him spending more time looking after his disabled brother rather than being outside and playing with his friends. His family’s house was not only vandalized by ungrateful idiots who could show no compassion to this boy and his family whatsoever, neither could they be thankful that they themselves were not in the situation, which this family was in. This highlighted to me that society has failed to respect and be tolerant of disabled people.
It is not only the CSIE who are fighting for the inclusion of all children to be educated in mainstream schools, but other famous world organizations affiliated with the United Nations, such as UNESCO (United Nations educational, scientific and cultural organizations), are also expressing their greatest attention to this prominent matter. This implies that this is a very serious and global matter and these prominent organizations are helping to improve the quality of life a disabled person has.
The Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education’s fight for the inclusion of all children, to be educated in on mainstream education system, will not make any sense unless the difference between the ‘social’ and the ‘medical’ or individual model of disability is understood.
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