Bethnal Green Technology College, Tower Hamlets

Bethnal Green Technology College is a smaller than average secondary school. A large majority of the students are boys. The school serves a community subject to high levels of social deprivation. Almost all students are from minority ethnic backgrounds. About half are of Asian or British/Asian origin and about a tenth are from Black or Black/British African heritage. The first language for a large majority of students is not English, but only a minority are at the early stages of learning English. A substantial number of students join the school between Year 8 and Year 11. The school has specialist status in technology. It is currently in temporary accommodation as part of a major building programme.

Science Age of students: Year 9 (13-14 years old)

After attending an inset day on disability, several of us decided to take part in this project to promote disability positively through the curriculum.  During the lesson, I hoped to address the lack of knowledge that a lot of our students have with regards to disability and what is classed as a disability. I hoped that this would allow them to be more aware and therefore more considerate to individuals with disabilities so that together, we could put develop ideas that would help us to reduce the impact of these disabilities on peoples lives.

We started the lesson by getting students to decide from a series of printed cards which impairments counted as a disability. They were surprised that they all did

We did this through discussion of how the environment caused a disability and not the person.  The example of a deaf person being disabled because we communicate verbally was used to highlight this and this discussion developed as we spoke of things we could do to prevent other people from being limited in what they were able to do by their disability. They then had to identify on a diagram of a house what parts would present barriers to a wheelchair user.
A similar activity was delivered by my colleague to Yr 7 class. Another colleague worked with a Yr.11 class on a course work  piece on genetic impairments and their impacts on peoples lives and adjustments that need to be made so that people with these conditions can get on with their lives.
Outcome 
The students really enjoyed the lesson and were engaged throughout.  They found it interesting to gain understanding of the terms that we were using and to come up with some suggestions for things we as society could do to change the current situation.

I chose not to discuss the negative stereotypes of disability as the students held very positive attitudes about the topic and did not want to alter these within the lesson.

I think that disability is a topic area that can be integrated into the science curriculum and hope that it will be over the coming months.
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