The Cherry Trees School, Green Class, PHSCEE ,Tower Hamlets 

The Cherry Trees School is a special school in Tower Hamlets supporting boys with emotional, social and behaviour difficulties (ESBD). There are currently three classes for full time pupils and one for part time pupils. No class has more than 8 children and each group is supported by a teacher and a special support assistant. The children come from a range of ethnic backgrounds.

The Cherry Trees is committed to supporting children who have experienced difficulties in their mainstream school and there are high expectations both in terms of behavioural and educational progress. Pupils remain on the roll of their mainstream school and when they make progress can begin to increase the amount of time they spend there. Where possible, we aim to fully reintegrate our pupils and do so by supporting the children, their families as well as staff in the mainstream schools. 

As part of our work to develop a disability scheme, Richard Rieser offered to begin a disability awareness project that would initially be trialled in the lower key stage two class. 

Our original aims were:

1. To help the children develop an understanding of the views, needs and rights of people in the wider community. We were interested in finding out whether our children could begin to link their learning and behaviour needs with others who have more visible disabilities; whether children could begin to identify their own barriers to learning. 

2. To find accessible ways of promoting disability awareness through PHSCEE and through the wider curriculum. This would include helping children to identify and respect the differences and similarities between people as well as discussing equal rights. Once the project had been trialled, work would be fed back to the school’s curriculum group.

Richard’s initial lesson helped the children to reflect very quickly on issues to do with fairness; children found it difficult to understand that a clever, polite, smart man had not been able to go to the school of his choice just because his legs didn’t work as they should. Being excluded from groups is something all our children have had experience of and there was an immediate empathy for his situation. 

The following PHSE lessons then explored:

· Disability and the role of the media (including images of wounded soldiers returning from Iraq)

· Achievements of famous people with disabilities http://www.worldofinclusion.com/res/qca/Disabled_People_who_have_made_a_difference.pdf
· Discussing the different attitudes people have when thinking about difference. (The stimulus for this lesson was the film Shrek) 

· For children to understand some of the barriers that wheel chair users face.  (The school hired a wheelchair and decided to assess the accessibility of play equipment in the local park.)

· Designing an accessible playground. (Children became involved in creating solutions to difficulties faced on their visit to the park.)

· Assessing our school building in terms of wheel chair access. (Information collected will contribute to our disability scheme.)

Outcomes:
The key outcome for me was the high level of engagement that this topic encouraged in the children. This was started by having a very positive initial visit from Richard Reiser, himself a wheelchair user.  During this initial stage the children also enjoyed using the internet to find positive images of famous people with disabilities; their favourite was Ade Adepitan, the basket ball player. 

Children seemed to feel empowered and happy to share their experience of certain disabilities. One boy, for example, seemed very proud to know that famous scientists and film stars also have ADHD. Although most children did not directly reflect on their own barriers to social inclusion, they began to comment indirectly. For example, after watching the Shrek film, one child commented, ‘Shrek was shy of humans because he knew he was different.’

Since carrying out this topic, the class has had a new child starting. He has a specific speech and language difficulty making it difficult for him to be understood. Children’s comments to others in the school show a greater understanding and tolerance than might have been shown before. For example, I heard children from this class explaining the new child’s difficulties to others in the playground, ‘don’t make fun of him... he can’t help the way he talks’ etc

In terms of achieving our aims, I was also impressed with some of the outcomes I had not anticipated: For example:

· Children wanted to share their personal experience of disability. Two children have family members who are wheelchair users and had never before shared this in class. The contributions were very well received and helped children begin to see disability as a part of normal everyday life.

· The social model of disability seemed to have very easily been absorbed by the children. It is now firmly embedded in children’s minds that we need to adapt the environment and change the way we talk about people with disabilities so that everyone is treated fairly. For example, one child made a direct link to disability and possible anti social or bullying behaviour they might get drawn into outside of school by saying, ‘I know why we are having these lessons, so that when we meet a disabled person, we won’t be horrible to them.’

· Work also began to feed into the class topic on Aliens. This term, children used their D and T lessons to design a wheelchair to meet the needs of an Alien who came from a planet with a very different experience of gravity!

· Children talked quite a lot about the soldiers who had come back from the war with life changing injuries as there was quite a lot of TV coverage when we were doing this work. Children’s discussions and understanding of disability as a result is that it is something that can happen to anyone. 

The key priority now is for this work to become embedded as a regular discreet topic in PHSCEE for all children. I shall also be working with the curriculum co-ordinator to ensure that disability equality is written into planning for all teachers throughout the year. Our school also invites a lot of adults to work with the children, so, as a school, we will endeavour to give children more opportunities to meet and work with adults with disabilities.

Joanne Doyne, Inclusion coordinator

