The Labour Force Survey is a sample of 55,000 different people who are interviewed every 3 months by the Office of National Statistics.

Disabilities – 
From Quarter 2 1998 the Labour Force Survey asks all its working age respondents:
‘Do you have any health problems or disabilities that you expect will last more than a year?’ 

If they answer yes to this question, they are also asked to say to what kind(s) of health problem or disability(ies) they have, based on a list read to them by the interviewer. 

1. Arms and hands

2. Legs and feet 

3. Back and neck

4. Seeing when using spectacles or contact lenses

5. Hearing

6. Speech impediment

7. Severe disfigurement, skin condition or allergies

8. Chest or breathing-asthma or bronchitis 

9.Heart, blood pressure or circulation

10 Stomach, Liver, kidney or Digestive system

11. Diabetes

12. Depression, bad nerves or anxiety

13. Epilepsy

14. Severe or specific Learning Difficulty

15. Mental illness-phobias, panic

16. Progressive Conditions MS,HIV, MD or Parkinsons

17 Other.

‘Does this (do these) health problem(s) or disability(ies) (when taken singly or together) substantially limit your ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities?’ 

OR 

They said that they had the following health problem: ‘progressive illness not included elsewhere (e.g. cancer, multiple sclerosis, symptomatic HIV, Parkinson’s disease, muscular dystrophy)’ then they are defined as having a current disability covered by the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 
People whose health problem(s) or disabilty(ies) are expected to last more than a year are also asked the following questions: 

‘Does this health problem affect the KIND of paid work that you do?’ 

‘.....or the amount of paid work that might do?’ 

If the respondent fulfils either of these criteria, they are defined as having a work-limiting disability. 

Those who meet the criteria for either (or both) DDA or work-limiting definitions of disability are described as long-term disabled. For more information see Disabilities data from the LFS in the June 1998 issue of Labour Market Trends.For ananalysis in 2002 see
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/articles/labour_market_trends/People_with_disabilities_aug2002.pdf
