Ellen Wilkinson, Ealing  Year 9 English :

Partnership work by a school, local authorities, and QCA.

The London Borough of Ealing wanted to improve disability representation in the curriculum.
Mandy Hudson, a disabled teacher, at Ellen Wilkinson Girls High School, was aware that some of the learners in her classes were imprisoned by stereotypes and ill-informed in their attitudes to disability. She devised a series of lessons to enhance their awareness. 
The results were remarkable, and her programme has been adopted by local authorities and showcased by QCA and included in the Secretary of States Report on the Disability Duty as  Good Practice example 16.

The case study below describes some of her work. The full description of her work is attached as a Power point and Scheme of Work The extracts that follow give

examples, through a series of lesson summaries, of how tasks were matched

to lesson objectives, built on week by week, and enriched by carefully chosen

resources and assignments.

Examples of Lesson Content

Lesson One-Stereotypes

 Learning objective: To understand and be able to challenge

stereotypes of disabled people 
TASK: Pupils to ‘thought-shower’ stereotypes about their own age group

then discuss stereotypes of disabled people.

Lesson Two-Language

 Learning objective: To be able to recognise the effect of the choice of

words used when talking about disabled people / disability
TASK : to discuss power of language to stereotype disabled people.

Lesson Three-Models of Disability

 Learning objective: to be able to differentiate between the medical and

social models of disability by recognising the effect of the language

used in them.

• TASK: To differentiate between the social and medical models of disability

Lesson Four -Media Analysis

• Learning objective: to understand how to analyse different kinds of media text.

• TASK: Pupils to research a key media concept

􀁺 M = Media Language

􀁺 I = Ideology

􀁺 G = Genre

􀁺 R = Representation

􀁺 A = Audience

􀁺 I = Institution

􀁺 N = Narrative

Lesson Five-Poster Analysis

• Learning objective: To be able to apply the analysis of media concepts researched

in the last lesson to images, noting the effect of how the choice of layout and presentation contribute to effect.

• TASK: Poster Analysis

Lesson Six-Moving Image

• Learning objective: To analyse the short film ‘cousin’ both as a moving image text and in terms of the ideology underpinning its representation of disabled people.

• TASK : Pupils to discuss and storyboard ‘Cousin’

Lesson Seven-Disability Websites

• Learning objective: To have evaluated a disability website (www.bbc.co.uk/ouch)

• TASK: To search for and analyse other disability websites.

Lesson Eight-Fiction

Learning objective: Identify common disability stereotypes in fiction texts.

• TASK : To consider the character of Rowena Batts in Blabbermouth by Morris Gleitzman

Assignment

The assignment for this unit will use all the areas covered above to produce a piece of work which demonstrates pupils understand the concepts they have been taught.

· How to identify common stereotypes of disabled people

· The power of language when describing disabled people

· The difference between the medical and social models of disability

· The key Media concepts (MIGRAIN)

· How to analyse newspaper texts, posters, moving images, websites and fiction

Assignment Ideas

A non stereotypical poster with annotations related to a disability issue.

Research into the language used to describe disabled people by people your age and how this affects people’s ideas about them.

A website design for a disability related issue
A short story using disabled characters

Research into why the social model is a better way of viewing society than the medical model.

Research into one institution’s representation of disabled people.

A storyboard for a moving image text about a disability related issue.
Outcomes
This work made a difference in pupil attitude, both in terms of what they expressed verbally and in writing, after they had engaged with the content of the Unit. The work also gave the  opportunity for honest discussion of disability issues, which did not appear to be something these Year 9 pupils had been exposed to previously.  The pupils developed greater thinking skills as a result of the Unit especially becoming more critical thinkers in challenging stereotypes in texts, moving image media and print media. 
For the future the Scheme of Work was shared with colleagues in the English department and across secondary schools in the Borough of Ealing. 
