                 Disability Awareness Week at Essex Primary School

                                        January 26th -30th 2009

One of the reasons for having this whole school week for raising awareness of disability and celebrating achievements was that it had been identified as a need within the Disability Equality Scheme and was agreed, as a whole school, that this would move us forward. As a fully inclusive school we are always highly aware of the needs of all our children, but it was useful to give time to focus on disabilities.

The whole project took several months to plan and organise. 

In September, the Senior Leadership Team planned a day’s staff training into the school’s calendar for teachers and teaching assistants. This was planned for January, Richard Rieser providing the INSET day. This was then followed up by the awareness week. In the meantime, enquiries were made for outside speakers who could come in and support/provide insight and stimulus during the week.
The INSET day was very useful both in promoting discussion around the portrayal of disability in the media and enhancing awareness between the medical and social model for disability.

Staff were aware of the need to promote positive attitudes to disabled people and that this would be the purpose of the awareness week planned for the end of that month.

Teachers and teaching assistants reported increased confidence and enthusiasm as a result of the INSET in planning activities for their class.

The staff required appropriate resources to help them during the week. This had been planned for in the previous September when resource packs “All Equal All Different” had been purchased. These contained books, ideas and photographs related to disability and were an excellent supporting resource. Each year group was given this resource box alongside specific story books and information books on disability that are written for children. The SEN team prepared and distributed a pack of cross-curricular ideas and websites to support the teachers in the planning of the week.
 (please see ideas document attached).

Using this and all the resources provided, the year groups collaborated to plan their week in detail. They began with a mindmap of ideas related to their chosen area of focus. The teachers were asked to provide work for a display at the end of the week and also to be able to have the children participate in a whole school presentation to celebrate the week.

The areas of focus related to the guests who had been invited to attend; Guide dogs for the blind; asthma awareness volunteer speakers and a foot and mouth artist. 

The whole week was planned to include assembly presented by a blind lady and her dog from guide dogs for the blind and a children’s assembly presented by Richard Rieser.

This was followed by an opportunity for parents and children to contribute their ‘treasure’ for raising money for guide dogs for the blind.

Many photographs were taken celebrating the events during the week. The assembly was outstanding with all classes sharing their learning about Disability and demonstrating empathy and understanding of the needs and positive achievement of disabled people in a variety of creative and insightful ways. The result was a resounding success and this was shared with governors and parents.

Work from across the school was placed on a long-term display in the entrance corridor. A whole school display book containing pictures and samples of the children’s work was prepared for parents and visitors to peruse in the main reception area. Newsletters containing items related to the week were distributed via pupils and were available on the school website.
The legacy of the week included open discussion, increased awareness in differentiation and helped towards future targeting. An equality development focus group including all stakeholders will be in operation from Autumn 2009 and will meet termly to review progress and ways forward.

Janet Price (SENCO/AHT)

