Fairway Primary School, Birmingham. 

Age Range: 4years- 11years
Catchment: Mainly poor white, with high levels of free school meals and SEN than average

We decided to introduce disability into the curriculum for a number of reasons
· Recent legislation
· Large numbers of children coming into school with SEN, e.g autistic, emotional (& social) issues etc.
· Personal issues- lead teacher with disability has interest this area

We wanted the children to become more analytical learners to question everything. We wanted them to have certain basic information as part of their rights and responsibilities.
We wanted to challenge ignorance and prejudice through the medium of story initially. 
Our encouragement was the IMPETUS award for developmental work in PSME this work is based around the human rights act and the rights of the child.
(Please contact Debbie Harris at Birmingham Health Education Unit for more details re: the Impetus Award and our award in particular)

So we decided to kick start work in the curriculum with a Disability Awareness Day on the 3rd December 2010 with the help of Richard Rieser and Sue Mc Corkindale a disabled trainer from the  Birmingham area who presented an assembly ( see attached powerpoint). Each class then carried out an appropriate activity/
Yr.1 signed alphabet to sign their names, counting 1-12 and utilising sogns they knew.
Yr.2 talked about famous disabled people like Stevie Wonder , read a story book featuring a disabled person who plays a leading role in a community campaign for a playground , Zarah and the Place, and signed their names. This was a good introduction to our topic next term of famous Blind and Deaf People.
Yr.3/4 We started by extracts from video of the ‘Secret Garden’ and in particular the portrayal of  Colin. The children noted how he stayed in bed all the time and never ventured outside. We then watched extracts from ‘Finding Nemo’.  Nemo(impaired fin), in contrast to Colin deals with the barriers in his life and this led to a very useful discussion.
Yr.5  watched cartoon entitled  ‘Cousin’*. This featured a boy telling the story of his disabled cousin. The cartoon was very accessible to year 5, who watched intently. They discussed the cartoon very maturely, asking appropriate questions and raising relevant issues. 
Yr. 6 looked at barriers to disabled people in and around the school.
This day put disability back into the curriculum. Previously we involved the whole school community Scope and Mencap and the Governors. So this time it was good to have a session with parents and staff at then end of the day. They were responsive and were pleased to hear about the schools approach to this subject/area of development. The School Council were involved shaping and evaluating work.
The School continues to value work on disability equality but changes in staffing means that the work needs constantly developing and topping up.

We produced assemblies and completed wallboards etc. Children became more vocal and could explain issues and topics eg. Difference between social and medical model. A high standard of work was produced throughout. Parents/ PTA members were making links to local mobility retailers re: visits so that youngsters could see the link between age and disability. The staff meeting engaged the younger teachers and particularly committed them to introducing Disability Equality across the curriculum.

Overall I think it was successful day with many enthusiastic and positives responses from the children and staff.
The School can sustain these changes by keeping the topic as part of our curriculum cycle. The link between myself  as a disabled teacher and member of SMT serves as a constant source of energy. 

Colleen Johnson 

Resources 
Assembly Disabled People who have made a difference
Cousin is on the Bfi DVD Disabling Imagery
Zarah anfd the Place is downloadable 


