Hillside Primary, Kirklees Music, Literacy and Science Year 5/6
Background Information
Hillside Primary School is set in  a modern eco friendly building which reflects the ‘green’ ethos of our school. The school has resulted from the amalgamation of the local Infant, Nursery and Junior Schools, moving into the new build in November 2009. We cater for children aged 3-11years. Classes in KS1 and KS2 are all mixed age due to the numbers of children on role, which is currently 330. We also have a purpose built Foundation Unit which caters for both Nursery and Reception aged children, and Children’s Centre on site.
Most of the areas included in our catchment area are in the most deprived 10% of super output areas in England, some in the most deprived 2% (according to the Index of Deprivation data for the Newsome ward). FSM – 41%. SEN 37%, 10 children having Statements of Educational Need.
Aim
Within the review of the SEF we decided there was a need to develop our DES (Disability Equality Scheme) with a specific focus on raising the profile of disability equality within the curriculum itself. The resources on the World of Inclusion Website gave a range of ideas on how to take us forward. I contacted Bill Goler, SEN advisor, at Kirklees for advice. Without his support this work would not have taken place. Following his untimely death this work is dedicated to his memory. 
At the start of this academic year we decided to implement a new skills based curriculum approach to teaching and learning. The resources relating to the life of Beethoven allowed the integration of a skills based approach to raise disability awareness within the curriculum. Our children are generally very caring and tolerant of differences as we cater for a diverse range of needs. However, it is often those ‘hidden’ disabilities that pose the greatest challenge to understanding and acceptance. This, then was a focus of the work undertaken. 
Organisation of learning

The work took place over 4 x 1 hour lessons with a mixed age, mixed ability year 5/6 class of 34 children. Initially the work around Beethoven was chosen as it fitted well within the science aspect of sound that was the focus at the time. Given the skills based approach, it was possible to include specific subject areas of ICT, Literacy, Science as well as having an underlying theme holding the work together. The aims of this project were shared with the children at the outset and their subsequent input was invaluable in steering it forward. Each lesson was evaluated by the children, and their comments and ideas were used to support the next lesson. At the end of each session they also suggested ways to develop this work further in the future, through dance; art; and writing a response to Beethoven from his friend. 
The project was constrained by time, in that it had to be completed by February half term 2009. It was also restricted in terms of teaching time as I only teach this class for 2 lessons a week – PPA time. The class teacher was fully on board, such that we originally planned to share the work between us. Sadly the snow took its toll and the subsequent days of closure badly affected the time available, 
Impact
Much of the work has focussed around practical activities with a heavy emphasis on speaking and listening. Throughout session 1, which focussed on research, the children were amazingly supportive of each other. Throughout this session, pupils shared specific web sites they had found, or directed peers in the right direction. There was also a lot of discussion about the accuracy and depth of the information found, such as querying how Beethoven ‘sensed’ the music. They queried how using the legs of his piano could help Beethoven feel the vibrations of the sound. One group were able to research this further and feed their findings back to the class.
During the second session the children explored how sound vibrations are conducted. This was followed by the pupils using a variety of instruments to try to experience the sound vibrations other than by hearing them. The pupils loved this session but did find it particularly difficult to grasp the concept of ‘feeling’ the sound rather than ‘hearing’ it. By the end of a very noisy and active lesson the children expressed there understanding at a range of levels: 
“Danielle put her hand on the drum. She couldn’t look. I hit the drum and she could feel it.” Jessica 
“When you hit it (the tambour) you can feel it go up your bones…” Daniel 
“One person covered their ears and closed their eyes. The other people played their instrument and we could feel the vibrations in our hands. We could tell they were different instruments because the vibrations felt different.” Faye 9yrs, Tasha 9 yrs, Soha 10yrs
Our third session looked at comparing and contrasting Beethoven’s music before and after he went deaf. We listened to two pieces of music; ‘Pathetique sonata, Op.13’ and ‘Symphony No.9 in D Minor, Op 125 4th Movement’. This created an enormous amount of discussion, not only about the contrast in the pieces of music, but also over how Beethoven could produce such music without being able to hear it. The outcome of the lesson was the production of a word mat contrasting feelings between these two pieces of work. Pathetique resulted in ideas such as; ‘lonely’, ‘peaceful’, ‘makes you think of memories’. In contrast Symphony No 9 led to expressions such as; ‘alive’, ‘playful’, ‘excited’ and ‘hyper-active’! The children also recognised that the feelings evoked by the music may be in sharp contrast to real life.
In our final session we considered how Beethoven might have felt in discovering his impending deafness and the effect on the rest of his life. Two children volunteered to hotseat the role of Beethoven. The children were outstanding as they voiced their thoughts and feelings: 

“I get upset sometimes. The only time I feel ‘normal’ is when I am composing or playing music.”
“I couldn’t cope without my instruments, my music, my family…”

“I sometimes get mad because I cannot be sure what my music sounds like…”
“Sometimes people laugh at me… I get made fun of… They call me names – I know even though I can’t hear them…”

 “I can’t even hear my own music, it is difficult. I can’t just give up my dream. I 
can’t let going deaf stop me.”

Amazingly, Ryan went straight into character – Beethoven with a broad Yorkshire accent!
The main part of this session was spent with the children empathising with Beethoven and writing a letter to a close friend discussing their thoughts and feelings as the initial deafness occurred.

Summary

The resources from the World of Inclusion website formed the basis of this journey into the world of disability. The children rated the project as ‘great’ and have said they would like to experience more of a similar nature. It really brought out how difficult it can be to understand how it feels to be disabled, that disability may be hidden, and that there is likely to be an element of bullying through this lack of understanding. The children themselves, have started to share their own disabilities – many of which are hidden such as ADHD and dyslexia. 
The next step is to share this work with staff and to promote the inclusion of raising disability awareness through the curriculum. We also intend to invite parents and the local community to share in this practice and help us embed raising disability awareness across our school.Writing is not usually the favourite subject for Conor and William but they both worked hard on this task, supporting each other by suggesting ways to improve their work. It was William that asked if he could write a letter back to Beethoven in our next lesson.

Karen Palmer  Inclusion manager  Hillside Primary School
