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Impairment

Disability — barrier

Adjustment

Barrier-free
situation

Blind or visually impaired
- sensorily impaired

Lack of accessible
information.

Provision of written
material in Braille, on
tape or on computer
disk, or large print.

All written material in
multi-formats, with
equipment for access
available to all.

Blind - sensorily
impaired

Lack of information in
the physical environment
about directions.

Dropped curbs with
raised pavements;
bleeping pelican
crossings.

Portable satellite
directional system with
verbal instructions.

Deaf - sensorily
impaired

Lack of access to
communication.

British Sign Language
interpreter or lip
speaker.

Everyone learns BSL and
to lip speak.

Cerebral palsy

Lack of access to built
environment with steps
and obstacles.

Adaptations with ramps,
lifts and widened doors
and adjustable furniture.

Buildings fully
accessible.

Cerebral palsy

Lack of verbal
communication.

Use a communication aid
or an interpreter which
speaks for you.

Thoughts are shown as
words on a device that is
still not available.

Down’s Syndrome -
learning difficulty

Lack of information in
plain English or Signs.

Bullying

Ideas conveyed in simple
English and symbols or
simple Sign Language -
Makaton.

All information in
symbols and plain
English.

Peer support group. No
bullying.

Autism - learning
difficulty and behaviour
difficulty

Too much information
and complexity.

Information broken
down into small and
routine amounts.

Circle of peers who know
how to support the
person. Accepted for
who they are.

Dyslexia - specific
learning difficulty

Too much reliance on
print-based information.

Multi-media teaching
and learning.
Programme of repetition
and reinforcement.

All information available
in audio-visual format.

Diabetes - hidden
impairment

Lack of support for
controlling blood sugar
level.

Staff support in testing
and injecting insulin and
regular food intake.

Time and space to rest
and go at own pace.

Depression — mental
health issues

Lack of understanding of
how people are feeling.
Bullying.

Supportive staff and
peers and access to
counselling/therapy.

Acceptance of difference
and no bullying.
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