Case Study Orion Primary School, Colindale Yr 3 Art, Music and Drama
Background and objectives

The Orion school is a primary school in Colindale in north-west London. The school is in the catchment area of a big housing estate and most of the children attending the school, reside on this estate. There is a large percentage of children in receipt of free school meals. The school is ethnically diverse with 27 languages spoken by the children and their families at home. Children range in age from three years old at nursery – which has two daily three hour sessions – to eleven years old in Year 6. OFSTED has rated the school as outstanding and year 6 SATs results are excellent, with over 90% achieving level 4 or higher in literacy, science and maths.
I worked with a Yr 3 teacher to develop the module based on material supplied by Richard Rieser at World of Inclusion. To summarise the main outcome of the lessons would be to a) expand the children’s knowledge of the term ‘disabled’ b) to understand challenges and limitations imposed by society on disabled people and c)  to shift children’s attitudes towards focusing on strengths of disabled people. This type of work was new to the school.
What we did
The unit was planned to incorporate PHSE, drama, music and art. The first session was taught to a class of 28 Year 3 children; a class that includes two statemented children who are autistic. The children are therefore exposed daily to children who they would understand to be disabled. 
Session 1 was PHSE where we discussed what being disabled was, looked at a picture of a wheelchair user in a kitchen to examine how to make things accessible fgor everyone. This was followed by a discussion about Cerri Burnell the one armed Children’s TV presenter and the children thought she could and should do her job. Then they discussed how a teacher could work with one hand. They concluded it was right that disabled people show do what they want with adaptations 
This theme was continued with the next three lessons focusing on the art of famous disabled artists, and how that disability affected their art – both by physical limitations imposed on them, such as Monet having cataracts and the affect of that disorder on the colours he used, and also by the perception they had of themselves in relation to being disabled in a non-disabled world and how they believed others perceived them and their subsequent self-image. We also looked at Toulouse Lautrec, and Alison Lapper and the mental disability of Van Gogh and their work.
For the next lesson, we decided that, rather than use our original plan to ask the children to think of themselves as disabled, and paint from that perspective, we would give them a scenario of a young girl, Natalie, who had an accident and who had her legs amputated.  We made this decision because we thought 7 and 8 year olds might find it difficult to think of themselves in that position, but would have empathy for another child. We referred back to Frida and then got them to paint as if they were Natalie. They made many thoughtful contributions

The children then had a long session working on their portraits and they were fully engaged in their work.  They first drew their picture using a pencil, and then used the water colours afterwards. They were asked to put themselves in Natalie’s position and fully reflect what she was feeling in their paintings, also thinking about her mood might influence the colours they were using. The children produced thoughtful pictures and it was an excellent lesson.  Asking the children to talk about their pictures, and what they were feeling when they were drawing them we were given mature responses, beyond what one would ordinarily expect from 7 and 8 year old children.  
The children are talking with much more maturity and knowledge about disability, than when we first began this unit.  It might be thought that this subject matter would be beyond the comprehension of such young children, but they have stunned us with their insight and made us realize that there is no age too young to make children more aware of the world around them, and to teach them to be good citizens.  
The fifth session in this unit was a music lesson. The children sat in a circle and looked at pictures of famous musicians that were disabled. They listened, with their eyes closed, to Beethoven’s 9th, and identified the instruments they could hear. They then learnt that Stevie Wonder was born too early before his eyes were developed, but to compensate for loss of sight his sense of hearing was even sharper. The next musician was Evelyn Gelnnie who lost her hearing when she was 12.  She wanted to go to a music college but was denied a place when they found out she was deaf. However, she didn’t take no for an answer as she was determined to go to the college, and she persuaded them to accept her. The focus was on identifying where they felt vibrations in their bodies, and after some exploration the children were asked this question. One child said, ‘Depending on the beat of what you’re doing, the vibrations can travel through your body’.  ‘I could feel high up sounds in my head, and banging lower down.’
The final session of this unit was drama. The children were very excited to be exploring the topic of disability through this medium, as they very much enjoy role-play. The children were shown a slideshow of various famous people who are disabled, and were told a long list of other people who were disabled who accomplished outstanding things in their life time. They were then told that they were each going to be given a folded piece of paper and just one piece of paper, when opened, would have a cross on it. The child with the cross had had an accident. They described him as they knew him and then had to set up scenarios about how shopkeepers and fast food outlets would treat him now he is disabled.
Outcomes

After the completion of the unit, we asked the children about the unit. They were unreservedly and unanimously enthusiastic about it.  They all said they felt they understood much more about disability and not to judge people by their disability, but by their strengths.
‘It is interesting to find out about someone that you’re not. And that you get to experience what it would feel like’ ; ‘I learnt that  lot of people find things harder than other people. It was a good experience’.

Their maturity and understanding of disabilities have progressed so much during these six lessons.  Their insightful responses, their art work and their ability to express themselves in their drama session have shown the impact this unit has had on their learning. It has been an amazing experience and we have enjoyed going on the journey with the children.
Finally, with the unit being completed and a scheme of work having been written, we presented the unit to the rest of the staff at our weekly staff meeting. We showed them a slideshow, incorporating what we the unit is about, and also gave them a sample of the children’s work. Everybody was impressed!  Suggestions were to have PHSE lessons about how disabled children are included in our school; to learn about what disabilities we have in our school; to learn more about autism. It was contemplated that rather than have six one hour lessons, we might have an ‘Equality Week’ where we incorporated all the lessons in this unit into one week, with some additional lessons focussing on disability and PE, reading books where children are disabled, and getting equipment that disabled people might use, such as Braille books, a wheelchair etc. All the staff were very enthusiastic, that this unit be incorporated in some way, into our medium term plans and begun in KS1 in order for children from a very young age to view disability in a positive light and to see the person rather than the disability.  Participation in this project has been an amazing experience for everybody involved.
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