South Camden Community School, Drama Yr 8 

Background
South Camden Community School is a mixed comprehensive, based in heart of Summers Town just outside Euston. As a Performing Arts College we have extensively worked with our outside partners in terms of developing links with professional bodies to enhance the learning of all internal and external stakeholders. One of these companies was Graeae. They approached us in early 2009 about a play they were planning for this year. I said it would be a good idea for them to do rehearsed reading and present this to our y10 GCSE group. They would then be able to ask our students what they thought as they where the closest to the target age group. After a successful rehearsed reading we asked Graeae to return with the show the next year. 

Learning Objectives
The show Just me Bell covers the story of as young disabled girl who is growing up in a school and is coming to terms with herself her world, boys and her ambition to become a professional singer. The shows main aims: 
·  Explore the social and moral dilemmas presented by the performance. 
· Engage with their cognitive skills and emotional intelligence to make collective choices, finding solutions through negotiation & voting. 
· Translate moral and social dilemmas into dramatic narrative. 
· Explore ways of challenging disability discrimination both in and out of school. 
· What role can we play in breaking down barriers?
As a department working closely with the development of the play Alex Sandbrook (Head of Drama) and James Dove (Head of Visual Performing Arts), put together a scheme of work that would prepare students for the play and develop their understanding of the key issues of. Disability, Equality and Discrimination. 
This was in response to conversations regarding student’s own identity and misconception with the word disability. The idea of social causes of disability or as Graeae.put it the Social Model was something that could encompass all students in the school, ie that often the disabling factor to most impairments were  the social perceptions of what we expect ours and others abilities to be. The target group that best fitted to understanding this, we felt, was Year 8. They too are at an age of enlightenment similar to the lead character in the play. We wanted to be able to teach students how to develop issue based drama as apposed to the normal narrative approach. Additionally, the idea the work in the classroom would give light to their experience as an audience we also found exciting.  
We structured the lessons thus:
Lesson 1
Understand the issues of Discrimination/ Equality and disability
Lesson 2
Explore through drama how these manifest within our society
Lesson 3
Watch how they are manifest within the play
Lesson 4 
Through forum theatre solve the end scene in the play 
Lesson 5
Create your own ending of the play that resolves the issue.  See SOW
Having the play as the main point of shift and resource energized students to fully express many identity issues raised. These where further discussed within the lessons (Practically using forum theatre) and lead to students being able to fully address many of the concerns raised within the disability duty. The results of this where students understanding that through the drama’s they create they can use drama to explore an issue and raise their understanding of the world they inhabit. 
Reviewing the project 
The statements below are based on teaching students in the year group, in observing students behaviors in the classroom and from the evaluations made in class. 
Students commented that they found the show exceptionally exciting and that they enjoyed engaging with the real experience of watching a show. In their evaluations of each others work they have been clear about professionalizing their use of language to ensure that they are encouraging each other to motivate towards success. That the exploration of the subject was exciting and interesting and relevant to their age group. That the lessons after could have been more exciting without the distance of a week between one hour lesson to the next. That perhaps a longer workshop after the performance would be better. That they would like to see more shows.  
The impact in the long term: 
The Just Me Bell project has demonstrated that we can share our links with outside partners and this informs further practice across all stakeholders. EG this report and evaluation will go to Graeae. who in turn will use this as a bases for further work. This is also a report for the QCDA and will inform other work there and will also develop the schools policies etc. This is also going to be the bases and evidence for some of our ability to cover our disability duty. More important than all of this policying this work has a real impact on student’s ability to empathise and creates a forum for discussive, socially enhancing action. 
James Dove, Head of Visual Performing Arts



