St. Patricks RC Primary, Lewisham Case Study: 
Promoting understanding and positive attitudes towards people with disabilities
St Patrick’s RC Primary School is in Plumstead, South East London. It caters for children aged 3-11 years and has 360 pupils on role. The children are predominantly Catholic and come from a variety of ethnic backgrounds. Approximately 50% of the population is black African and the other 50% consists of Asian, Eastern European, black Caribbean, white Irish and white British. At least 20% of the school population is on School Action Plus of the Code of Practice of Special Education Needs. There is a wide variety of need but the most common need is speech and language difficulties.  Due to the constraints of the school site comprising of three buildings, two of which are Victorian, the school is unable to accommodate people who are long term wheelchair users.  
One key action on the school’s Disability Equality Scheme Plan is to ‘Promote positive attitudes towards disabled people’ by 

· Presenting positive images and profiles of people with disabilities throughout the curriculum

· Gathering a bank of resources of positive profiles of people with disabilities for a wide range of curriculum areas
As a staff it was agreed that the two year six classes in the school would lead the way on achieving this key action. Given support and direction from the Inclusion Manager the children and staff would model good practice and begin to gather a bank of resources. 

 AIMS OF THE YEAR SIX PROJECT 

To develop greater awareness and understanding of disability 

To promote positive attitudes towards disabled people

To enjoy cross-curricular activities

AIMS TO BE ACHIEVED BY
Exploring positive images and profiles of people with disabilities and working to understand those disabilities through research and cross curricular-activities 
The project was planned to run for four weeks and the activities undertaken designed to meet expected curriculum coverage for year six pupils. 

PROJECT LAUNCH (speaking and listening)
The project was launched by the Inclusion Manager in the school hall. The 60 children were given chairs to sit on (normally they would be on benches or the floor) and the hall was booked out for as long as needed. The Inclusion Manager informed the children about the Disability Discrimination Act and the school’s Disability Equality Scheme Plan. She then posed the question ‘What does the word disability mean to you?’ The children were keen to engage and a great deal of discussion took place with some children scribing the responses. More animated discussion followed when the questions 'Do you know any adults or children that have a disability?’ and ‘What do you think it must be like having a disability?’ were asked. 
An outline of the project was then presented. Pictures of famous musicians who have disabilities were presented and the session ended with a YOUTUBE music and video clip of Evelyn Glennie playing percussion with Fred Frith and Trilok Gurtu. 
The children were very enthusiastic and the teachers and teaching assistants present were impressed with their attention and contributions. 
Literacy-Autobiographies and Biographies:
Biography: Louis Braille, Stevie Wonder, Evelyn Glennie There were eleven lessons covering 

· Identifying features that make a good biography / autobiography 

· Identifying key events in a biography / autobiography
· Chronological recording

· Oral presentation of Louis Braille’s biography

· Planning and writing a biography of Louis Braille

· Note taking from a video interview with Evelyn Glennie

· Planning and writing a diary entry for a day in the life of Evelyn Glennie

· Editing and improving own work and a partners work

Resources included biographical and autobiographical books, YOUTUBE clips, INTERNET biographies, Evelyn Glennie web site

Speaking and listening 

Guest speaker: Linda Brown, teacher from the Vision Impairment team 

The children were familiar with the guest speaker as she visits to support a year six pupil. Linda Brown introduced the staff and children to the Braille machine. The machine remained in school and was used when creating sensory books in Design and Technology. 

Systems of communication and writing:

Through discussion, observation and practical experience the children learned of the systems of communication used for visually impaired people and for hearing impaired people. They had experience of lip-reading, finger spelling and sign language. They all wrote simple words on the Braille machine and explored duel language resources that had written English and Braille. 
  
Design and Technology

The children came to understand that before a person learns Braille they need to develop their finger sensitivity. As a result the children created sensory books in design and technology with their target audience to be the reception aged children. The work was planned and evaluated using their normal design and technology process diaries. The children worked in pairs or in a three to create one page for the sensory books. Each book focussed on one vowel and each page focussed on one CVC word. Each page included a raised picture, a raised word, the word in ‘Braille’ code using split peas and the word in Braille using the Braille machine. One pupil designed the five front covers and another two pupils bound them together. 
The activity was enjoyed by children and adults alike. Once completed the children enjoyed working with the younger children to explore the books they had created. 

Science

The sensory books enabled the exploration and evaluation of the properties of suitable materials for the task.

The sense of sight, touch and hearing were explored in science. 
Sight loss and the need for touch were explored by wearing black out glasses. The children worked in pairs and took it in turn to be ‘blind’ or sighted. The activities included finding specific objects on the table, finding the odd one out in a collection of shapes, counting money, following raised finger trails and being guided around the room by the sighted partner. Words used to describe experiencing blindness included: ‘petrified, terrified, scary, strange, frustrating and difficult’. 
Understanding and exploration of hearing and vibration was explored through the use of percussion instruments. This brought about a true appreciation of the skill of Evelyn Glennie.

 

Music

The children are particularly motivated by music. They were very open to listening to a variety of music and especially enjoyed the clips that we used from YOUTUBE, as there is a visual component to these clips too. The children listened to a range of pieces of music from Evelyn Glennie, Stevie Wonder and Ray Charles. They fully participated in discussions and when asked to make a poster for our newly opened music room they included the names of Evelyn Glennie, Stevie Wonder and Ray Charles on their posters. 

Outcomes
One class were asked to write a written review of the project and the other class were asked to give a verbal review. The children who gave the verbal review found it easier to be reflective, rather than to simple give a recount. There was no negative feedback. They had particularly enjoyed the topic approach. They had enjoyed finding out about the musicians, making the sensory books, and wearing black out goggles. When asked ‘Even better if?’ the responses included having more guest speakers, having more time on the project, doing more projects that are cross curricular and finding out about more people with disabilities. 

QUOTES FROM THE CHILDREN:

The topic was interesting

I enjoyed learning as we went along

It is fun learning about famous people with disabilities

I have learned about the difficulties of having a disability

It is inspiring that people with disabilities can do what we can do and even better

All staff involved enjoyed the project and enjoyed learning something new too. There were frequent comments as to the positive and total engagement of the pupils. 

Linda Brown, teacher from the Vision Impairment team for the Borough, stated that she was pleased to see that some positive work was being done in a school to raise awareness of visual impairments. 

The project and resulting display was shared with the school Governors who were impressed by the standard of work the children produced. 

FUTURE WORK

The two class teachers have stated that the work in English will be used in subsequent years and that it is likely that they would want to run the whole project each autumn term. It was felt that it was a good time to run a project of this nature as it involved a lot of collaborative work and encouraged the children to bond and to appreciate difference. This is important in a school that has a 45 intake each year resulting in the children not being with the same peers each year.  

With regard to the key action of ‘Promote positive attitudes towards disabled people’ it demonstrated to other staff that it is relatively easy to

· Present positive images and profiles of people with disabilities throughout the curriculum 

· Gather a bank of resources of positive profiles of people with disabilities for a wide range of curriculum areas
In addition to the resources collated the staff created many smart note books for the project, resource that can be accessed for future use. 

VANNESSA CLARK, INCLUSION MANAGER
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