Evaluation of Whitton School KS3 Inclusion Event
Whitton School and Sports College in South West London is an 11-16 Community School of about 750 students including the Local Authority Inclusion Centre for students with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (The Whitton Gateway).
The school held a KS3 Inclusion Event as part of a half termly programme of ‘collapsed curriculum’ days allowing students to broaden their access to learning experiences. The aim of the day was to raise awareness of social inequality across the whole school community; to allow students to recognise disability and understand what inclusion means, both within our community and more broadly; and to recognise the impact of inclusion on individuals.

The event was lead by The Whitton Gateway in recognition of the need for students with ASD to be accepted and understood within mainstream classes. It was felt that this would be best achieved through a whole school event aimed at encouraging students to recognise whether a behaviour or practice is inclusive or exclusive, to recognise that inclusion is an issue across disabilities and countries and to experience, either empathetically or practically, how life and school can be experienced by people with a disability.
The Event

During the morning all KS3 students listened to the speaker, who was a young man with Aspergers syndrome and participated in two out of ten workshops which were running concurrently. The intention was that all students had one workshop which was theoretical and one which was experiential. These were two PE workshops, dance, music, film, BSL, case studies, disability inclusion, CDT and maths. The workshops were lead by a mix of school and external leaders. This was followed in the afternoon by a consolidation session (lesson plan attached) during which students reflected on their learning and generated points for the school inclusion policy informed by their increased understanding.
Outcome

The day’s work has resulted in a greater understanding of the issues around inclusion for our students and the wider disabled community. This has been demonstrated by written material from several workshops which have been transformed into displays. The film workshop produced three short films which will be used as material for whole school assemblies.

Measures of success.

The student evaluation at the end of the day was very positive with the students generally reporting that they had both learned from and enjoyed the day. The vast majority of students across the school are accepting of the differences of ASD and supportive of students with that disability. They can also talk about disability and inclusion. This increase in understanding has been reflected in an increase in tolerance, an increase in the number of students who are actively supporting students with ASD and a decrease in bullying. 
