Evaluation for Disabilty Case study

 By reading the poem The Issue I was hoping to raise issues for discussion with my class of Year2 children.

Asked the question “do you think that disables people are “thoughtless, useless and talk less” as stated in the poem.

Asked the children what being disabled meant to them and recorded their ideas, their responses were mainly negative statements’ not able to do things, can’t move, and can’t speak, sad, poorly etc…2 children were adamant that disabled people are useless; this was quite shocking for the rest of the class.

 Children also associated being poorly and going to hospital (e.g. with a broken leg ) as being disabled. Interestingly the class also thought that they were more intelligent than disabled people.
This led into a discussion about how some things are temporary or permanent and how people change.

The work and discussion time continued throughout the day.
Draw and write task after reading “Best Friends “ by ------------------------------------.

The children found this story very illuminating.

Many children instantly changing their views on opportunities for disabled people and how it impacted on their life.

After seeing the main character (who is in a wheelchair) swimming, playing basketball and other sports the children were amazed and actually shocked that he was smiling in the pictures. They had previously thought that people with disabilities were “sad and poorly”.

It was a real pleasure to see how the majority of the children’s preconceptions and views changes throughout the day.

I believe that the children will continue to need further sessions using other resources as a stimulus to widen their horizons and views on disability. This day was very productive but definitely only the start.
Sian Jones 

Year 2 teacher.

