Disability Awareness Day Year 1
8th February 2010

First Lesson:

Read “The Animal Boogie” by Debbie Harter, get the children to move in the different ways as the animals do in the book.  Once you have read the book ask the children to go and sit on a chair and read the story again and ask the children move as the animals do.

After this, come back together.  Ask the children did they find that they still could move when they were sat on a chair, the answer should be yes they may have had to move differently but they could still do it. Discuss in talking partners how has the story made them feel? Did they feel any different when sat on their chair?

Then look in detail at the children in the story, get the children to notice that the girl in the wheelchair is still able to flap, flap.  It doesn’t make any difference that she has a wheelchair.  

Then show the children some pictures of famous people and their disabilities discuss each one and how they have achieved great things in their lives, therefore the fact that anyone has an impairment does not mean they cannot achieve.

Show the children the enlarged copies of Finger Spelling.  Tell the children that people who cannot hear, hearing impaired can use their fingers to communicate.  Show the children your first name in sign language.  Then give the children time at the tables to look at their first name and make it using sign language.  They can work with a partner, circulate as they work to make sure that the children use the right hands to make the signs.

Plenary – Children who are confident could spell out their first name using hands.  Then, with the pictures on display spell out some simple words, cat, dog etc.  Can the children guess what you are signing?
Second Session - 
Remind the children that we looked at a book called The Animal Boogie and we realised that it didn’t matter if we were sat on a chair or not we could still move the same. 

Model writing of…
Writing activity – 
Finger sign matching game?



Fish/Dig for letters and make a word and then learn to sign it?

After Lunch – Warm up moving in different ways to music, PE play one arm catching and show Boccia.

Last lesson - Remind the children that we looked at a book called The Animal Boogie and we realised that it didn’t matter if we were sat on a chair or not we could still move the same.  Read The Blind Men and the Elephant.  Discuss what senses a visually impaired person uses instead of sight, touch and hearing.  Show the children the Braille system of numbers, Louis Braille information. 
Blind fold children and ask them to follow a sound.
End of the day story - Read “My Dad uses a Wheelchair”.  Discuss that they are still doing the same things that we all do with Mum or Dad at the weekend, it doesn’t make any difference whether you need a wheelchair, guide dog, white stick, use sign language etc.  

