Yarm County Primary School is two-form entry school for children aged 3-11 years old in Yarm, Stockton on Tees.  Yr 6 PHSE/Literacy 

The purpose of our schools involvement in this project was to increase awareness of hurdles and obstacles that have to be taken into account when considering all aspects of life for people who have a disability. The aim was for our children to initially discuss any feelings or prior understanding/knowledge on the topic of equal opportunities for able bodied and disabled people. Following the study the hope was that children would have solid understanding and increased consideration of equality within this area. Our children have first hand experience of the challenges a disabled child may have to contend with in daily school life, as one of their peers has a muscular condition. We therefore decided to focus on and address the more global picture using public figures as a stimulus. Whilst modifying and updating our cross curricular links across the school we decided to embed real life issues within our curriculum.
We the disproportionate low recognition of disabled representation in the media, including children’s programmes and sporting events. Sessions started with a draw and write exercise to gain an initial insight into children’s thoughts and feelings about scenarios within a classroom setting. These were studied by our SENCO and patterns collated. Following this, circle time style sessions were conducted allowing pupils to voice opinions, concerns and raise any questions they wanted answering or discussing. This proved to be an extremely powerful tool, whereby heartfelt observations were given by a very high percentage of children. Thanks to the pupil’s input and discussions this provided a great platform to enable detailed and structured follow up work. An example of this was used in our Year 6 classrooms where subsequent work included visual stimulus to initiate speaking and listening, followed by the inclusion of the topic in specific writing genres (letter writing to Mayor of London and Heads of TV programming). Following staff INSET, staff used resources from Richard Rieser Disability Equality to help introduce and plan topics to be embedded into the current whole school curriculum map.
During and since initial introduction of the subject matter teachers have asked pupils to continue observing media coverage and reflect on new issues that are raised in the news. Children are encouraged to share findings and feelings, and feedback through speaking and listening and circle time activities. Year Groups have also assessed topics formally (especially literacy), where as well as assessing for grammar and structure, the content/impact in relation to the disability equality was also taken into consideration. It emerged, through discussion that those children who were less understanding of other people’s situations have since increased their sensitivity and awareness of the issues that have been raised.  
In the future Upper Key Stage 2 are to continue further development of the topics and issues studied. This is to be done using P4C (Philosophy for Children) style sessions using picture books as a stimulus for discussion. The draw and write activity is planned to be revisited to establish any changes in attitudes across the whole of Key Stage 2.

Evaluation:

Following several class sessions (one of which was observed by Richard and his team) and staff INSET we, as teachers, feel better equipped to teach and support understanding and learning of the children. We feel there has been a definite increase in the children’s awareness of issues raised and the barriers that disabled people are faced with in modern society. Our children can openly discuss basic adjustments that can be made and how to overcome such barriers, e.g. talking calculators, and ramps for wheelchair users. 
Reflective comments from the children after the day.

“Amazed by how successful people are even though they had a disability.”

I now understand what a disability is.”

Observed sessions took the format of an ‘Oracy Project Lesson’ where children have open discussions relating to the above topics and then teach their peers what they have learned. This kind of lesson has been a success across the curriculum and was the perfect way to start our sessions. Before we became involved in the scheme our children had a general understanding, due to the nature of the lessons, children now have detailed knowledge of several areas (hearing loss, loss of sight, diabetes, asthma, Downs Syndrome, food allergy). Children produced posters to help them as a resource when presenting and did so in a very detailed manner after a weeks session. Our aim is to embed the topic throughout our Year 6 curriculum; however our initial ‘Disability Awareness Week’ was a successful introduction.
As follow up to current sessions we plan to explore fairytales and discuss how certain characters are negatively portrayed with a disability. We plan to discuss the reasons for this and if they can be edited taking this into account.
By educating children we can correct any misconceptions that children may have about disability. If children are educated about disability and the fact that it doesn’t stop you achieving then this should stay with the children for life.

Jill Wood Deputy Head Yarm Primary School

